As media outlets that regularly report on newsworthy events, we, the
undersigned, vigorously condemn the recent arrests of journalists Don

Lemon and Georgia Fort.

Lemon and Fort were arrested after covering a January 18 protest at a
church in Minneapolis. They were conducting the constitutionally
protected activities of a working journalist: observing, recording and
documenting a newsworthy event and attempting to obtain quotes

from participants.

Their arrest on charges of allegedly obstructing a place of worship,
and even worse, under federal conspiracy law, alarm all of us who
believe in the First Amendment and seek to do our jobs without fear of
obstruction by law enforcement or retaliation by agents of the

government.

The principle of a free press animated the founding of the United
States of America 250 years ago, and countless Americans have
fought valiantly for it. We cannot allow colleagues to be subjected to

spurious and unwarranted arrest for committing acts of journalism.

We call on federal authorities to drop all charges against Lemon and
Fort and to publicly affirm their unqualified support for the work of

professional journalists in this critical time.
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Boston Institute for Nonprofit Journalism
FaVS News
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