Re: Letter opposing the Paramount-WBD proposed merger because it will undermine
press freedom and editorial independence

We are current and former journalists, documentary filmmakers, professors and advocates who
oppose the proposed merger between Paramount-Skydance and Warner Bros. Discovery. The
merger would open the door to improper political meddling in journalists’ editorial decisions.

The First Amendment recognizes that a free and independent press is the lifeblood of
democracy. Without it, citizens cannot make informed decisions, governments cannot be held to
account, and the truth is replaced by whatever alternative facts those in power put forward.

This is not a partisan issue — officials from both political parties in the U.S., and virtually all
governments worldwide throughout history, have been eager to silence their critics whenever
possible. Fortunately, our Constitution restrains them from doing so.

But if the merger proceeds, the government will accomplish through regulatory approval
processes what the First Amendment bars it from doing directly. The Wall Street Journal
reported that Paramount CEO David Ellison promised President Donald Trump “sweeping
changes” at Warner-owned CNN — a frequent target of Trump’s ire — if the merger is approved.

Ellison has already made such sweeping changes to appease Trump at Paramount’s current
major news holding, CBS News. To gain the administration’s approval to acquire Paramount and
its subsidiary, CBS, Ellison’s Skydance agreed to appoint a “bias ombudsman.” It eventually
hired a career partisan without journalistic experience, Kenneth Weinstein, for the role.

It also made vague commitments to “fact-based” and “unbiased” reporting, opening the door to
further meddling by the government, which should never serve as the arbiter of facts and bias.

Paramount has since hired Trump-aligned columnist Bari Weiss as editor-in-chief of CBS News.
News segments critical of Trump policies have been pulled; revered producers and reporters
have quit rather than be censored; shows Trump dislikes, like The Late Show With Stephen
Colbert, have been cancelled; and CBS Evening News has taken to airing flattering features on
Trump officials, like one calling Secretary of State Marco Rubio the “ultimate Florida man.”

Further, Paramount reportedly invited Trump’s FCC Chair, Brendan Carr, to be its guest at the
White House Correspondents Association dinner. CBS invited Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth.
Carr and Hegseth are among the Trump administration’s most egregious press freedom
violators. Ellison also hosted a dinner in advance of the WHCA to honor Trump himself.

With this track record, Ellison will likely alter CNN’s editorial direction (not to mention meddle
with HBO’s documentaries) to be more friendly to the administration, threatening press freedom.
Officials seem to expect exactly that. Hegseth said, “The sooner David Ellison takes over [CNN],
the better.” Carr cited the merger as an example of Trump “winning” his war on the media.



We urge federal and state regulators and lawmakers, as well as Paramount shareholders and
news consumers, to treat this merger not as an arms-length and above board business
transaction, but as what it plainly is: a political arrangement to circumvent constitutional
safeguards, with severe consequences for American democracy.
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