Dear Mr. Ellison:

We are a coalition of current and former journalists, documentary filmmakers, professors, and
press freedom and civil liberties organizations and advocates.

We are alarmed by President Donald Trump’s recent ban on White House access for CNN, as
well as MS NOW and Politico. Trump has also said that he might ban more news outlets. That
could include CBS News, especially if its reporting upsets him. We hope you are alarmed too,
as your company, Paramount-Skydance, owns CBS News and seeks to acquire CNN.

Last month, you wrote an op-ed for the New York Times seeking to assure your critics that you
value independent journalism and, despite you and your father Larry’s political, financial and
social ties to Trump, you could be trusted to operate CNN with integrity and without political
meddling. Given widespread reports that you and your father have promised Trump editorial
concessions in exchange for merger approvals, as well as numerous other actions that have
raised red flags, people are understandably skeptical. That includes CNN journalists.

This moment is a test of your sincerity. We call on you and Paramount-Skydance to publicly,
harshly and immediately condemn Trump’s unconstitutional ban on news outlets he dislikes, in
violation of decades of precedent protecting the press from content-based punishment,
including retaliatory restrictions on their access. We further call on you to publicly commit to fully
backing any legal challenge to the illegal ban should you come to own CNN.

CNN, under its current ownership, has already released a statement, as have MS NOW and
Politico, and they’ve announced they'll file a lawsuit. Only one of those entities, however, has a
parent company seeking to close a transaction in the near future that could steer control of its
news operations to friends and political allies of the president.

We need you to make clear that you stand with the reporters, photographers, camera operators,
and other journalists you seek to employ, even when their reporting angers the president. If you
fail to do so, the only logical conclusion is that your claims to value press freedom, editorial
independence and the First Amendment are empty talk and can’t be trusted.

Sincerely,
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